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Get HOPE Global 

envisions a world where 

impoverished women and 

at-risk girls are hopeful, 

empowered, and free! 

Standing Together in the Midst of Injustice 

A publication entitled Rethink Missions, produced by PovertyCure, states:  

Owning a home or a car, starting a business, or going to school are 

growth options available to a majority of people in healthy economies. 

Property cannot be taken away from owners and innovation is 

encouraged overall. In contrast, many 

developing countries are ruled by a powerful 

few and opportunities for growth are reserved 

for those with connections. In these 

environments, the creative potential of the 

materially poor are suppressed by injustice 

and their God-given gifts to create wealth for 

themselves and their communities are 

eclipsed by a sense of hopelessness. 

Unfortunately we received news recently about five of the businesswomen and 

loan recipients in the HOPE program in Ghana who experienced this very type of 

injustice.  The large containers that served as their places of business, as well as 

the inventory and supplies they contained, were abruptly confiscated by local 

authorities. 

Continued on pg. 2 

We are pleased to announce that 

April Stensgard has joined our team 

as Development Director. April 

brings a wealth of expertise, 

knowledge, and even previous 

experience with the HOPE program 

both locally and 

in Kenya. Read 

more about her 

here:  http://get-

hope-global.org/

portfolio-item/

april-stensgard/  

Meet April Stensgard 

At the invitation of David Gras, Assistant 

Professor of Strategy and 

Entrepreneurship at Texas Christian 

University, HOPE Director Julie Melton 

recently visited the campus in Ft. Worth, 

TX, to speak to students in the Values-

Based Entrepreneurship class.   

Continued on pg. 2 

TCU Students Get Involved  
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Injustice… (continued) 

 

In spite of the devastation, however, 

this HOPE story has a happy 

ending!  We received this message 

from a member of a mission-trip 

group who visited this particular 

community.  She wrote, “The ladies 

of Samaritan Strategy appreciate 

your prayers and encouragement! 

On Thursday, we visited several of 

the businesses that lost their 

containers when the government 

removed them to make room for a 

new lorry (truck) station. Five women 

who participated in your business 

program with Samaritan Strategy 

and received loans were part of this 

devastation. Their message was one 

of disappointment but also of 

TCU… (continued) 

 

A partnership was formed resulting 

in the launch of special student-led 

projects that will raise funds for 

microloans for new entrepreneurs in 

HOPE’s Girls Empowerment 

program in west Africa.  Dr. Gras 

says, “By incorporating my research 

into the classroom, I’m able to 

educate students on different types 

of businesses around the globe and 

different ways of starting and running 

a business.  It not only gives 

(students) a real-world 

understanding of the opportunities, 

challenges and issues facing social 

entrepreneurs around the world, it 

helps them recognize the values-

centered entrepreneurial potential 

within themselves and others.”  Get 

HOPE Global thanks TCU for their 

enthusiasm and support!  

hope!  Some of them have friends 

who are sharing space in their own 

businesses so that these women can 

continue selling their products on a 

smaller scale. They are not giving 

up!”  We also received the report 

that, since these women had been 

taught the importance of savings, a 

few of them were able to replace 

some of their stolen inventory. We 

rejoice that, in the midst of this 

injustice and hardship, these strong, 

hard-working women are standing 

together with hope! 

2014 

Number of microloans given: 66 

Total amount:  $12,150.00 

  

2015 (to date) 

Number of microloans given:  39 

Total amount:  $4,445.00 

 

  

Overall loan repayment rate:  99.6% 

Loan Stats 

Currently there are active HOPE 

Circles (loan groups) in the African 

countries of Ghana, Kenya, and 

Uganda.  Great opportunities exist 

for expanding our reach in these 

countries in the near future. These 

needs form the focus of our year-end 

BREAKING THROUGH Campaign 

giving campaign and we invite you to 

be involved. For more information 

please refer to the attachment 

included in this mailing or click on the 

link below:. 

https://get-hope-global.org/get-

involved/donate/ 

https://get-hope-global.org/get-involved/donate/
https://get-hope-global.org/get-involved/donate/


Agnes Lubega, program leader for 
several HOPE circles in Kampala, 
Uganda, has a life story that embodies 
the reality that hope, faith, and an 
enterprising spirit can transform lives. 

Aggie had no time to grieve when her 
parents died of AIDS. As the oldest of 
seven, responsibility for the family fell to 
her. She had little food to give her sisters 
and brothers. She would have no choice 
but to beg. The shame sickened her. 
Subsistence living stretched as far into 
her future as she could see. 

With coins from begging, Aggie 
purchased popcorn. Instead of letting her 
siblings fill hungry bellies with it, she 
packaged and sold it. Aggie had 
transformed herself from orphaned 
beggar to enterprising businesswoman.  

(continued on next page)  

Chris and Agnes Lubega, pastors of 
Love Works International Church in 
the dynamic capital city of Kampala, 
Uganda, are visionary leaders.  Their 
church building is located adjacent to 
the city slums, and they had already 
formed a group to 
assist 
impoverished 
women in their 
congregation when 
they learned about 
the HOPE business 
curriculum.  They 
soon realized that 
it was the perfect 
tool for this newly-
formed group.  Even though there 
are over 50 women there who have 
benefitted from the lessons from the 
Basics of Business curriculum, Agnes 
and the other leaders decided to 
apply for microloans through Get 
HOPE Global for 11 of the most-
qualified women in the group. 

Some examples of the items sold in 
the businesses of these women are 
bananas, used clothing, hot food 
items, and grocery items.  Each loan 
candidate received $125 to invest in 
their businesses.  Agnes reported 

that, “When I told them 
that their loan money 
had come they shouted 
and clapped their 
hands.  They were so 
happy!  Thank you so 
much.  May God bless 
you all.”  Then the 
following Sunday during 
church service they had a 
special recognition of the 

loan recipients.  This group of 
enthusiastic and hard-working 
women have a goal of completely 
paying off the loans in December, 
two months ahead of schedule!  
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Contact HOPE 
HOPE-Info@Get-HOPE-Global.org 

http://Get-HOPE-Global.org 
Get HOPE Global Impacts East Africa 

“When I told them that their loan money had come they 

shouted and clapped their hands.” 
-Agnes Lubega, HOPE Leader in Uganda 

Aggie’s Story 



 

 

Within weeks she gathered a base of 
loyal customers and no longer worried 
about whether she would be able to buy 
food for her family. 

Though she carried much responsibility, 
in her soul she was still an orphaned 
teenager. One day music drew her to 
the doorway of a church. She listened 
as the pastor spoke of God, who is 
Father to the fatherless. Could it be true 
that there was a heavenly Father who 
loved her? Church members welcomed 
Aggie and pooled resources to help. 
Years later she married one of the 
pastors and joined him in ministry. 

Walking up the street some time later, 
Aggie happened upon the torn remains 
of a newborn baby, partially eaten by 
stray dogs. Sorrow over the tragic end 
of the child’s life drove her to attempt 
to save as many babies as she could and 
to try to give hope to young mothers. 

Aggie’s Baby Home has saved 41 
infants so far. More recently, Aggie 
launched several HOPE circles, where 
women receive biblically-based 
business training and the opportunity 
to apply for microloans. She reports, 
“They have resources to provide for 
their children. They won’t abandon 
their babies. Some of them also 
volunteer at Aggie’s Baby Home.” 
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 Aggie’s Story, continued 

Aggie gives HOPE loan money to a class member Tami Hoffman and HOPE Director Julie Melton visit Aggie  


